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NOTES ON RECONSTRUCTION IN TALLAHASSEE AND LEON COUNTY, 1866-1876
The soldiers who came back in 1865 found peace
and security at least, and for a time there was business activity in Tallahassee. The nightmare of Reconstruction did not begin at once - not until the United
States Army took the reins of government, and that
other army of carpet-baggers and camp-followers
came from everywhere like buzzards collecting.
The city election of 1866 might have been one before the War, for Francis Eppes was chosen intendant
(mayor), and the councilmen were : F. H. Flagg, S. W.
Myers, R. H. Gamble, P. T. Pearce, George Damon,
John McDougal, Charles E. Dyke, and T. P. Tatum. l
Most of these were reelected the following year with
D. P. Hogue as intendant.
In 1869 the cloud was there but long habit persisted
and many former slaves still looked to their old masters for leadership :
“Yesterday’s municipal election was animated. Although
there was a so-called Republican ticket in the field, a large number of colored voters supported that headed by Tatum." 2

Elected: mayor, T. P. Tatum ; councilmen, G. H.
Meginniss, T. J. Rawls, John Pratorious, L. E. Johnson, I. W. Bowen, F. H. Flagg, B. C. Lewis, C. E. Dyke ;
clerk, J. L. Taylor; assessor, G. A. Ball ; marshal, A. L.
Woodward.
But negroes were fast collecting in Tallahassee,
and state politics influenced city elections ; so C. H.
Edwards, with a Republican council, now governed
1
The records of the city government for this period have
been lost or destroyed. These notes are from other sources,
mostly
contemporaneous newspapers.
2
Floridian, Tallahassee, Jan. 5, 1869.
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the town for several years, and a colored preacher,
Rev. W. G. Stewart, was appointed postmaster.
There was a respite in 1874 when D. S. Walker
Jr. was elected mayor by a small majority, with the
following aldermen : Henry Matthews, Geo. Fitzgiles,
Ben DeCoursey, Henry Hicks, J. J. Williams, W. R.
Wilson, R. A. Shine, Daniel Vaughn, Jacob Burkhim;
with R. B. Gorman, clerk; Henry Sutton, marshal; P.
L. DeCoursey, tax assessor. But the next year Samuel
Walker was elected mayor with the whole Republican ticket.
State affairs during this period were of greater
moment and were in worse condition than those of the
town. When the clouds began to gather on the horizon a determined effort was made to prepare for the
coming storm :“We were present at a large and respectable meeting of
the best citizens of Leon County (held August 10, 1868) . . . .
of men of standing and influence in the community, and representing all shades of old party politics. Old issues were forgotten and -all united, cordially, in a unanimous call for a County
Convention. . . . Federal and ex-Confederates, white and colored, all seemed intensely interested in this effort to bring
together the true representatives of the PEOPLE’S interests.”
Signing the call were:
F. R. Cotton
Chas. W. Wylly
W. W. Smith
Solomon Sills
A. J. Peeler
W. F. Shine
J. L. Taylor
P. B. Brokaw
T. W. Brevard Jr.
G. A. Chaires
John Maige
E. Y. Gallagher
Wm. Germany
James Lee
Jno. Jo. Williams
R. N. Gardner
Chas. Mundee
G. W. Scott
John Evans
F. H. Flagg
C. E. Dyke
Otis Fairbanks
L. M. Butler
R. G. Shepard
J. Q. Cromartie
J. D. F. Houck
A. B. Stonelake
Jacob Triest
A. M. Anderson
A. A. Fisher
I. W. Bowen
A. M. Scott
J. C. Barineau
Hugh Archer
R. S. Lester
M. Lively
Thos. W. Ross
Ed. Bradford Jr.
J. L. Demilly
P. L. Barineau
J. S. Lester
S. W. Myers
G. H. Meginniss
J. B. Oliver
W. J. Atkins
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Parker Levy
J. C. Rouse
Furman Chaires
Arthur Macon
D. W. Gwynn
W. A. Bull
W. R. Wilson
P. L. Pearce
T. H. Hale

L. H. Kirksey
P. Houstoun
Geo. Wilcox
B. Chaires Sen.
T. P. Tatum
W. W. Childers
J. F. Demilly
R. A. Shine
R. B. Patton

J. H. Humphries
John D. Perkins
Sam Humphreys
A. Y. Caldwell
F. H. Hall
R. B. Gorman
J. Pratorius
D. B. Maxwell
Philip Walter

A Constitution Union Club followed from this
meeting with Col. A. A. Fisher as president. This organization was active for awhile; but the outlook
through the ballot-box grew so hopeless from the flood
of negro votes and Radical fraud that the whites of
Leon could not be induced to register, and for a time
elections went almost by default.
Here should be mentioned a leader of the Conservatives, the best known of all Florida editors of any period, Charles Edgar Dyke, of the Tallahassee Floridian.
“For upwards of forty years he has been the intimate
friend, confidant, or adviser of nearly all public officials . . . .
knowing all the secret and unwritten history of the state.“ 3

When the conservative old Sentinel was sold in
1868 and had hoisted the flag of Radicalism, a neighboring editor wrote :
“To this misfortune we can in some measure reconcile ourselves when we remember the proximity of the grim old battery
Dyke, whose pluck and ammunition will in any event be equal
to the emergencies of any assault of the Sentinel.“ 4

Unlike the majority, Dyke never lost heart during
these years which, to Tallahassee, were worse than the
War. When, at the election of 1874 for congressman,
the Conservatives of Leon polled one-third less votes
than they had in the previous election he was outspoken as usual:
3
4

Barbour, Florida..
(New York, 1882), p. 81.
Jefferson Observer, (Monticello ?) , June, 1868.
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“The falling off in Leon was discreditable, and has exposed
the Conservatives of the County to just but mortifying criticism.”

But the white population was actually less in 1875
than it was in 1870. Many, disheartened or disgusted,
had gone to live elsewhere-mostly to Texas.
Census, Leon County1870 white ---- 2895
1875 white ---- 2576
colored ---- 12341
colored ---- 14839
These figures show also that the flocking of the
negroes to the Capital and its vicinity from all over
the State after the War was still going on. In 1850
the population had been - 3240 free; 8273 slaves. (The
free negroes were all but negligible.)
In 1875, 41,000 acres were planted in cotton (a decrease in the five years of more than 2000 acres),
43,000 in corn, and 600 in cane.
Tallahassee was one of the first towns of the old
Confederacy to observe Memorial Day and year after
year, from 1867 at least, on the 26th of April the ladies
of the Memorial Association covered the graves of the
soldiers who had died in the hospital during the War
with a sheet of spring flowers. Usually there was an
address ; Dr. R. B. Burroughs, Col. T. W. Brevard, and
Richard Call Long being among the orators. The
activities of the association were varied. An annual
charity ball was held in the Capitol at which several
hundred dollars was often raised for the benefit of the
families of deceased soldiers and for disabled soldiers
themselves. Before 1867 more than one hundred persons had received material assistance.
There was a rift in the overhanging cloud of Reconstruction with the election, in 1875, of Charles W.
Jones to the United States Senate.
“Tallahassee was literally ablaze with excitement and enthusiasm last Thursday evening over the grand termination of
the Senatorial election. Without doubt the largest indoor meet-
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ing ever held in this city gathered at Gallie’s Hall to do honor
to the Senator elect. There were representatives from all parties - political friends and political enemies: GOV. Stearns, Sen.
Conover, and Congressman Purman. . . .”

So there was hope at last through the medium of
the ballot box, and the Conservatives of Leon, in preparation for the ever-memorable struggle of 1876, organized a Reform Club with George P. Raney, president; and the following executive committee: A. L.
Randolph, Tallahassee ; H. N. Felkel, Centreville ; W.
D. Bloxham, Tallahassee ; S. J. Fleming, Lake Jackson ; D. S. Walker Sr., Tallahassee ; Alex Moseley,
Iamonia; Henry Perkins, Miccasoukie ; R. H. Gamble,
Tallahassee ; R. C. Parkhill, Station 1; John Maige,
Fort Braden ; Jackson Moody, Munson’s Lake ; J. J.
Williams, Tallahassee ; R. B. Hawkins, Tallahassee.
(From Floridian, Tallahassee, November 14,
1876) L AUS D EO !

Stearns [Rep.] 3,029; Drew [Con.] 1,010.
This was a remarkable vote, considering that the
colored population of the county outnumbered the
white six to one, and that the vote in the last election
had been 2395 to 496. Drew was elected, the State
reclaimed from spoliation, and a large part of the
battle had been fought and won in Leon.
Looking backward over the trials of Reconstruction all was not black. Though many of, the United
States Army officers seemed to relish trampling upon
the conquered, others, whose purpose seemed always
to be reconciliation, were considerate of their feelings.
Colonel F. F. Flint:
Colonel: We the undersigned, representing the entire voice
of our people, have heard with deep regret of your early departure from our State. We bear . . . . cheerful testimony to
your courteous bearing as a gentleman and to your high-toned,
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honorable and impartial administration- during your stay in
Florida. . . . Rest assured, Colonel, that in leaving Tallahassee
you and your esteemed family carry with you the love and
respect of this community. Farewell.
(Signed) D. S. Walker, W. D. Bloxham, G. A. Chaires,
T. P. Tatum, D. B. Meginniss, Geo. A. Groom, (and nearly one
hundred other residents of Leon County).

Doubtless the contrast of Colonel Flint’s conduct
with that of some other officers increased the respect
in which he was so widely held.
With the return of the Conservatives to power it
seemed that a military force under that authority was
desirable. In June, 1877, a militia company was organized under the name Governor’s Guards with these
officers: Captain, W. I. Vason; 1st Lieutenant, W. H.
Butler ; 2nd Lieutenant, F. P. Damon ; 3rd Lieutenant,
Ed. Lewis; Orderly Sergeant, A. H. Mundee.
A reawakening in other directions followed the return to normal political status.
“The citizens of Tallahassee have struck the key note. A
large and enthusiastic meeting . . . was held . . . to take into
consideration how we shall promote the best interests of the
city and county. It was a real old-fashioned talking meeting,
in which everybody took a part and gave their views freely in
regard to how we should act in regard to our best interests,
socially and financially. After many measures were proposed
and freely talked over a Board of Trade was organized. The
time has come for action, so let us with a united front strive
to make Tallahassee the most beautiful State Capital in the
Union and the most flourishing inland city on the continent.
Among those present were: Governor Walker, Messrs. Poole,
Chaires, Winthrop, Edmondson, Bernard, Hilton, Wilson, Williams, Slusser, Rippey, Gamble, Oliver, Purdy, Lewis, Burkhim,
Ball, Meginniss, Rawls, Britton, Cohen, Hawkins, Kemper,
Cobb.” 5
5

Floridian, Tallahassee, March 16, 1875.
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